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Issue 3 – 2015

Fish On
BURR!!!! It’s been a long hard winter and Mother Nature may not be quite done. No matter where you call
home it has been cold, and in some areas, record snow fall. Even the Snow Birds that headed south got a
taste of winter this year.

Despite the cold and snow, your Board Members have worked hard to put

together an outstanding Trail for 2015. I have said in the past that “this year will be the best ever”; wellthis year’s plans are sure to be the GREATEST Trail ever. There has been a lot of hard work and many hours
spent by the tournament chairmen getting every detail pulled together to insure a great Trail. I would like
to personally thank Bob Taylor, Randy Hilger, Kyle Kroening, Tom Shafar and John Kliczko for putting this
year’s tournaments together. Each of these members have spent hours of planning to bring you the 2015
Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail. I would also like to thank all the club members that have worked on the
Championship Planning Task Force. They are starting to put together an outstanding event for the 2015
IMTT Championship. They still have a lot of details to pull together, but I am sure the event will be
outstanding. As you read this newsletter you will find a lot interesting information on the upcoming season.
With Mother Nature fighting off spring, there have been a lot of questions about the first two events. We
start the trail on March 14th and 15th at Lake Kinkaid, then at Spring Lake March 21st & 22nd. I feel that the
rain and warmer temperatures forecasted for the first weeks of March will allow the Spring Classic to be
held without problems. At the same time I am not so sure about the lake conditions at Spring Lake North
the following week. I have spoken with the officers, and we have decided that any cancellations will be held
off as long as we can. Our plan is to make any decisions at least seven days in advance to allow everyone time
to change plans if necessary. Our hope is that OLD MOTHER NATURE will allow spring to arrive and there
will be no issues. If either of these tournaments has to be postponed we will contact each registered team
and membership by email or a phone call. Let’s all cross our fingers and hope for the best.
I would also like to remind everyone about the IMTT Scholarship raffle. Tickets sales are down from last
year. This is a very important program and I invite each of you to consider purchasing a ticket. Remember
someone is going to spend a great week at Glenwood Lodge on Lake Vermillion… it might as well be you.
Randy has done a great job putting together this issue of your newsletter. It’s a lot of work, and he could
use some help. If you feel you can help out any way, please contact him. Read on and enjoy.

Hope to see everyone at Kinkaid on the 14th…

Howard
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IMTT Information
The mission of the IMTT is to promote interaction and
camaraderie among muskie fishermen in the State of Illinois
and help maintain and expand our Illinois fishery.
The IMTT is a Not-For-Profit Organization.

IMTT Officers

IMTT Board Members

President - Howard Chambliss

John Kliczko

12422 North Sparrow Lane Mount Vernon, IL 62864
hdpada@aol.com
618.214.5918

Tom Shafar

Vice President - Bob Taylor
3922 Penbrook Lane
imtt2014@gmail.com

Jim Ozee

Lafayette, IN 47905
309.262.9720

Garry Brookman

Secretary - Kyle Kroening
2107 Candlestick Lane Marion, IL 62959
kpkroening@yahoo.com
505.252.0693

Dale Craine

Treasurer - Randy Hilger
23 Oak Bluff
Drive Lake Saint Louis, MO 63367
IMTT
rahilger@msn.com

Lucan Kroening
Mike Taylor

314.378.7046

Current Volunteer Opportunities: (You CAN make a Difference!)
Looking for a volunteer to assist Bob Kerans and Will Wright staff the IMTT table at
the Scheels Sporting Goods Fish Fest in Springfield, IL on March 7. Contact Bob Kerans at
217.414.0093 or robert_kerans_559@comcast.net
Looking for volunteers to clean up brush around lake point signs markers on Lake
Shelbyville sometime this spring. Contact Howard Chambliss.
Looking for a Newsletter Editor (and /or newsletter article contributors). Contact
Randy Hilger.
Kinkaid Lake Clean Up - April 18, 8 AM to Noon

Contact Kyle Kroening or Walt Krause

at 618.972.5584 or krausewalter@att.net

Food Drive Reminder
At each two-day IMTT Tournament we conduct a non-perishable food drive. All of the food
collected is contributed to local food pantries in our host communities. To further incent IMTT
members to contribute, we will raffle off a Tackle Industries Muskie Rod to food drive
contributors. This is a great opportunity to give back to our host communities and win a great
muskie rod in the process…

DON”T FORGET THE GROCERIES!
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ILLINOIS MUSKIE TOURNAMENT TRAIL
2003 – 2015
YEAR

TRAIL
CHAMPION

TRAIL
RUNNERUP

2003

FRANK WALTER

2004

NICK NIGRO

2005

ROB FRECHETTE

2006

JOHN SUTTON

2007
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STATE TOURNY
CHAMPION

STATE TOURNY
RUNNERUP

ED KUKULSKI

RAY SIMMS
COLBY SIMMS

JOHN RISIUS
(NO PARTNER)

JIM STELLA

RON RODAK
JOHN SUTTON

MANUEL SANTA CRUZ
KEN RYDER

DAVE EICHELBERGER
TONY CARSWELL

MIKE HOPKINS
KRIS GLAVIN

JOSEPH ROBERTO

ROBERT TAYLOR
SHAWN TAYLOR

BOB JEFFRIES
RON RODAK

ROBERT TAYLOR

JEFF HODGES

JIM BEATY
MANUEL SANTA CRUZ

LENNY GOLDSMITH
DENIS LEDGERWOOD

2008

ROBERT TAYLOR

BRANDYN SHEPHERD GARY DEW
JOSEPH GLASGOW

2009

JIM BEATY

RON RODAK

RON RODAK
BOB JEFFRIES

MATT GUNKEL

CHRIS PIHA
MATT GUNKEL

VICTOR FOX
DUANE LANDMEIER

2010 KYLE HILGER

NICK NIGRO

JIM BEATY
MANUEL SANTA CRUZ
NONE

2011 RUSS SCHALLER

RANDY HILGER

RUSS SCHALLER

NONE

2012 ROBERT TAYLOR

DANE GARRETT

TONY CARSWELL
DAVE EICHELBERGER

WALTER KRAUSE
KEN RYDER

2013 RANDY HILGER

JIM BEATY

MATT GUNKEL
TRAVIS SMITH

RANDY HILGER
KYLE HILGER

2014

RANDY HILGER

ED FITZGERALD
BRIAN PAASCH

RANDY HILGER
KYLE HILGER

2015

GARRY HANDLIN

????

IS THIS YOUR YEAR

????
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SPRING FISHING ON LAKE KINKAID
by Walt Krause
I think that if you are a Muskie fisherman and you have read any of the many
magazines or had a chance to watch any of the fishing shows on TV, you know of
Kinkaid. Kinkaid is one of the top Muskie waters in U.S. and Canada. We may
not have the really big fish as some lakes in Minnesota or Canada, but we do
have fish in the 36 to 45 inch range, and lots of them. Fish over 45 are present,
but usually don’t show up until early spring or late fall and winter. Kinkaid is
such a good Muskie lake that TV Muskie fishermen like Jim Saric and Mike Keys
film shows here every year.
Since this is about fishing in the spring, I will start with water color. I have been fishing Kinkaid for 34 years. I
have seen springs with high water, low water, clear water and dirty water. Depending on the amount of rain and
snow we get in the spring you might find any of these conditions. One thing for sure the Muskies still have to
eat. The clearest water will be in the main basin from the bluffs to the dam. You will find murky water in the
water treatment plant area, and from the bluffs to the no wake zone at Thompson Bay. Expect dirty to muddy
water from Thompson Neck to the mouth of Kinkaid Creek and Johnson Creek. The only difference from year to
year is how muddy the water gets, and how much of the lake it affects. Most years we have ice in January and it
starts to break up in mid-February.
From ice out to the second week of March, a
lot of Muskies move to the shallow bays and
head waters. Most of these fish will be males
in the 30 to 38 inch range. These fish are the
first fish to enter the spawning areas. From
mid-March to the first of April, the large fish
show up. These are the females coming to
spawn. Usually the first two weeks of April
fishing is slow due to the spawn, however
water temperatures have a lot to say when all
this occurs. At ice out the water temps will be
from 42 to 46 degrees depending on the
amount of sun light and location. The north
2013 Spring Classic Winners
end (Ava) will usually be the warmest, and the
dam area the coldest. By mid-March the north
Chris Riebe and Scott Donovan
end will be around 50 degrees and will be as
cold as 44 degrees. By the end of March water
temperatures will be around 55 degrees.
Muskies will try to spawn from 54 to 58
Last year with the cold spring they were spawning in the last week
in March to the first week in April in 49 degree
degrees.
water. Shawn Hirst (our lake Biologist) places his nets the last week in March. In 2013 the females were
dropping their eggs in 49 degree water. His holding tank was full of eggs and eggs were free flowing as he was
measuring and weighing the fish.
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SPRING FISHING ON LAKE KINKAID

by Walt Krause

(Continued)

Everyone wants to know what lures to use at this time of year. This is the hardest part. If we have a spring like
2013 with cold front after cold front coming thru, the lure selection will get muffled. But I will give you a
selection for a normal spring. Rattle trap type baits in ¾ to 1 oz. work well. These baits worked fast in the
shallow bays catch lots of fish. Other baits that also work very well are Baby Shallow Raiders, 6” Grandmas,
spinner baits, 8” Believer /Swim Whizz and 8” Jakes. I know that is a big choice of baits, but the Muskies decide
what they want on any given day. It is up to you to find what they want. Remember - fish can be caught both
casting and trolling. There are fish shallow, fish deep and fish in transition. Weather conditions will come into
play in the spring along with water clarity and water temperature. Cold fronts usually slow things down and
warm fronts speed things up. One thing for sure… in all the years I have been fishing Kinkaid in the spring,
someone will figure it out and catch fish.
(Walt Krause is a full time guide on Kinkaid and an IMTT member)

IMTT MEMBER FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
Muskie Rig For Sale

$12,500

Larry Owens
(812) 449-2353
lowens@traylor.com

For Sale:

2000 Triton 189DC with
2007 150 HP Mercury
Optimax
Motorguide TR-82 Tour Edition
Trolling Motor
Lowrance HD7 Gen 2 at the
console
Lowrance HDS5x (no GPS) at
the bow
Three Sears Die-hard batteries
Minnkota three bank built-in
battery charger
Slide-in (removable) rear casting
deck
Trailer with surge brakes and
spare tire

$12,500

Mercury Stainless Steel Prop 13.25 x 17 pitch. Used for 10 years
on my 1990 75 hp Merc 2-stroke, and then 12 years on my 90 hp
Merc 4 stroke. Great prop, with lots of life left.
$100
Spare hub for Tracker Marine trailer.

$20

Call Randy at 314.378.7046
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IMTT MEMBER PROFILES
Jake Beyer

- Originally from Waukesha, Wisconsin but now living in Mascoutah, Illinois as a
member of the US Air Force as an Air Traffic Controller. Jake got his start Muskie Hunting
about 4 years ago; he was bass fishing when he pulled a Muskie up to the boat, watched it snap his
line, and has never looked back. Jake’s favorite Illinois lake is Kinkaid, and his all-time favorite is
Pewaukee Lake in Wisconsin. Jake’s go-to baits are Showgirls, Jakes, and Bulldawgs. He is a
member of the Shawnee Muskie Hunters, and his goal for the IMTT is to learn as much as possible
and just enjoy the sport!

Teegen Meyer

– Teegen hails from Richmond, IL. He has been muskie fishing for 12 years,
after getting hooked on Muskies during a trip to Lake of the Woods in 2003. His favorite Illinois
lake is the Fox Chain, but his all-time favorite is Silver Lake in Wisconsin. Teegen likes to grab a
handful of baits – Suicks, Jointed Believers, Bulldawgs, Jakes, Topraiders and Phantoms. The
Wisconsin tournament series Teegen and his dad fished last year folded, so Teegen is looking
forward to fishing the IMTT Trail in 2015. Welcome to the IMTT Teegen!

Michael Steubinger - (also goes by “Stew” and “Binger”)

Mike was born and raised in Peoria,
IL. Mike claims to have been fishing “since he was in diapers”, but only been fishing for Muskies
for four years. Stew’s brother introduced him to Muskie fishing, and once he caught his first ‘ski,
he says, “I got hooked harder than the fish did”. Mike’s favorite lake is Banner Marsh/Shovel
Lake. His “go-to” lures are Shallow Raiders, jointed Lil Ernies, Top Raiders, Bulldawgs and Jakes.
You can find Binger and his brother Aaron fishing out of a black Smokercraft aptly named
“Obsession”.
(Something tells me pulling up to “Obsession” to witness Mike and Aaron’s
tournament catch is going to be a hoot!)

Gary Vilcek – Gary joined the IMTT in 2014 and his inaugural IMTT outing was the Jake Wolf
tournament on Spring Lake North. Gary has been fishing for over forty years for all types of
fish, but he has only been focusing on Muskies for the last five 5 years when he started fishing
the Muskies Inc. tournament in the Hayward, Wisconsin area each October. Gary took second
place in that tournament in 2013 with a pair of 43 inchers, and is now addicted to the sport. Look
for Gary to be fishing with Bob Bauer at the Jake Wolf tournament this spring.
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IMTT MEMBER PROFILES (continued)
John Kliczko

- John caught his first muskie with his Grandfather when he was 2. That was 65
years ago. John started tournament fishing in 1988 on the MWC walleye circuit. He fished the
circuit for six years, but always loved muskies and would fish them whenever he could. John and
his tournament partner Tom Shafar started fishing muskie tournaments as a trail team on the
PMTT circuit, and they started fishing the IMTT Trail in 2011.
John shared, “I am looking
forward to many more tournaments and the camaraderie that comes with them.”

IMTT Sponsor Spotlight
This Month’s Sponsor Spotlight shines on Handlebarz Lures…
Handlebarz Musky Lures is run by Mike and Danna Parker.
With encouragement from fellow anglers and members of
Muskies Canada and Muskies, Inc., Mike started to sell to the
public a few years ago. We met Mike and Danna at the 2015
Chicago Muskie Expo, and they contributed some of their fine
baits for IMTT’s 2015 tournament raffles. Thanks for your
support Mike and Danna!
makes
a giant sized blade bait
I will send the mammoth pictures in a Handlebarz
different email
LMK ifthe
this“Mammoth”,
is
large enough I do have larger files on my
hard drive
featuring
two ribbed size 12 blades, a 7/0 treble rear hook
and 5/0 upper treble, three Mammoth sized flashabou coils

it would be great to have a spot on your page thanks for the offer.
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split
rings
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matter
what
fishlong. Mike custom builds every
I was after. When I first got into muskyMammoth
fishing I had
already
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flashabou body used on Handlebarz musky lures.
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baits
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(unlike
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Withmonths
much
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the water
temps areinmid
fall when
the water
are cooling
downthe
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musky
and
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70'ssize
and
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are
notfriends
always
looking
forofa temps
fast lunch,
if you see
fish
slow
A
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Muskies Canada and muskies inc that are
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to the public.
looking
HUGE
to put
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and holdaon.
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latemeal
fall when
theinwater
compared
to a size
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have been
growing
each year and in 2015 we took our first trip
bellies.o
I can assure
you they
wickedslow
BIG.meal to put in
are
they
theupsame
thing
when
the musky
are looking
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a HUGE
to cold
Chicago
to do
meet
with our
many
customers
that have
been
bellies
they
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love and
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using our baits for years. there
This is fat
where
we met
Randy
For more information, visit Handlebarz website : www.handlebarzmuskylures.com
found out about the IMTT.

One thing that we know set our baits a head of many others out
there is the quality of them. I am not afraid to say it as I know that
each bait is built tough as I have personally hand tied each coil. We
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2015 IMTT Championship Tournament Planning Report
\

By Randy Hilger

As I’m sure you’ve heard by now, we’re planning a very special IMTT Championship Tournament to
conclude the 2015 Trail. This Championship will be October 24 and 25 on the Fox Chain of Lakes.
Seven Illinois Muskie clubs – Chicagoland Muskie Hunters, Lake Shelbyville Muskie Club, South of
the Border Chapter, Shawnee Muskie Hunters, Fox River Valley Chapter, Midwest Muskie Club and
Quad County Hawg Hunters – are co-hosting the tournament with the IMTT. A Task Force
consisting of members from each co-host organization are working to plan and put on the largest and most fun – muskie tournament in Illinois history. So what have we accomplished to date?

Publicity – In January we discussed the IMTT Championship with Muskies Inc.
President Jay Zahn. Jay was so impressed that five Muskies, Inc. chapters are cooperating in this
event, and our unique plan to distribute the net proceeds of the tournament to each co-host club
for the clubs to use for a fishery improvement project, that he committed to run a feature article
regarding the upcoming Championship in Muskies magazine. The article has been drafted and
submitted to Muskies Inc. for publication. Thanks for your help Muskies, Inc. !

Sponsorship – We are super excited to announce that Bass Pro
Shops has agreed to be our 2015 Championship Tournament Sponsor ! The
Championship Registration Meeting on Friday evening, and our Awards
Ceremony Sunday afternoon will be held right in Bass Pro’s beautiful Gurnee
Mills store, just 12 miles from the tournament dock. We are still working
out the details with Bass Pro, but their support will help make this be a
super-fun event, and help us maximize the tournament net proceeds and the
amount of money we can distribute to each co-host club for their fishery
improvement project. Thanks Bass Pro!

Facilities – Steitz’s Resort on Bluff Lake will be the tournament take off and check in
location for the Championship. John Steitz also welcomed the IMTT to use the resort’s facilities
for the Russ Schaller Memorial Tournament on May 30. Thanks John!

Lodging – the Task Force has been visiting a number of area motels to identify

lodging opportunities. We will be publishing a list of hotels and motels that will include information
on rig parking, access to electric for battery charging, and any special rates we have been able to
negotiate for the Championship. There are a wide variety of accommodations available… in fact
the Shawnee Club rented a house right on one of the Chain lakes. The house will accommodate five
teams at less than $75 a person for the entire weekend.
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2015 IMTT Championship Tournament Planning Report (continued)
Prizes – We’re discussing a wide variety of fun ideas for the payout. One of the
options we’re considering is taking a portion of the cash prize pool and having an hourly cash prize
for the biggest Muskie measured each hour. While the Championship trophies and cash prizes will
be awarded to individual teams, we’re also considering a “bragging rights” competition between
chapters/clubs at the event. We’re also soliciting contributions of tackle, treats and other goods
from IMTT Sponsors and Supporters for door prizes and “goodie bags”.
As you can see, we’re working hard to make the 2015 Championship Tournament become the “NotTo-Be-Missed Event” of the 2015 Muskie Season. So how do you qualify to participate in the
2015 Championship? The Championship entry requirements are super simple:
To enter as a Full Qualifier – you must be 2015 IMTT member and participate in at least one
IMTT-run 2015 Tournament. The IMTT-run tournaments are:
 IMTT Spring Classic Tournament on Kinkaid Lake – March 14 and 15
 IMTT Jake Wolf Memorial Tournament on Spring Lake North – March 21 and 22
 IMTT Russ Schaller Memorial Tournament on Fox Lake North – May 30
 IMTT Greg Tichacek Memorial Tournament on McMaster Lake – September 12
 IMTT Fall Classic Tournament on Prairie Lake – October 3&4
To enter as a “Partial Qualifier” – you must be a 2015 IMTT member and have participated in a
club-run tournament in the 2015 Trail, but no IMTT-run tournaments. The club-run tournaments
are:
 Shawnee Muskie Hunters’ “Spring Fling” Tournament on Kinkaid Lake – May 2 and 3
 Fox River Valley “Challunge on the Chain” Tournament on Fox Chain – May 16
 Quad County Hawg Hunters’ Tournament on Lake Evergreen – September 26
 Shawnee Muskie Hunters’ “Fall Brawl” Tournament on Kinkaid Lake – October 10 and 11
WE LOOK FORDWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE AT
THE 2015 CHAMPIONSHIP.

PLEASE MARK YOUR

CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 24 & 25!

PLAN TO

JOIN US AND HELP MAKE THIS CHAMPIONSHIP
BE

THE

LARGEST

MUSKIE

TOURNAMENT

IN

ILLINOIS HISTORY!

I’m going to the Championship!
Will I see you there?
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2015 IMTT

Scholarship Raffle
IMTT/Glenwood Lodge
Fishery Scholarship Fund
One Week / Four Person Stay
At Glenwood Lodge
(info@glenwoodlodge.com)
Located on the shores of
Lake Vermillion in Tower, Minnesota
Prize Includes:
1. Two bedroom cabin for up to four people……
Valued at $1,350.00
2. Selected week to be mutually agreed on
between winning bidder and Glenwood Lodge
personnel
3. Does not include boat gas, boat/motor
rental or bait

Raffle Dates : 9/01/14 thru 5/31/15

2015 IMTT SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE

TICKETS: $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00
09/01/14
thru 5/31/15

Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code_______________________________________________
Phone _________________________________________________________
$5.00______ $10.00_____$15.00______ $20.00_____ Other Amount_____________
Date ______________Entries________ Ticket numbers_________________________
Purchase with Pay Pal at www.ILLMUSKIE.COM or mail to:

Howard Chambliss
12422 North Sparrow Lane
Mount Vernon, IL 62864

10

February 23, 2015
Dear Howard Chambliss – Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail,
I want to thank you for your donation toward the aluminum fish hauling trailer we (IDNR Fisheries) had built by
AAD Welding. I’ve included pictures of the trailer, the serial number and the State Inventory number so you have
records of your donation and to show the trailer has been added into the State’s inventory.
I was able to display the trailer at the Chicago Muskie Show in Hoffman Estates, the Tinley Park Fishing Show and
will have it on display at the Illinois American Fisheries Society meeting March 3-5 at the Pere Marquette Lodge
so other Fisheries professionals can see what’s new and exciting and how groups like the Illinois Muskie
Tournament Trail are “involved” with and coordinate with the IDNR to help maintain and develop quality muskie
fisheries throughout the State. I often tell this to fishermen so they get a perspective of what it takes to grow a
muskie,” the fish we’re stocking today, while your child is in kindergarten will approach 50” long when that same
child graduates high school”. Time and commitment are what it takes to develop a fishery and year classes to
maintain the fishery over time!
Again, thank you for your donation and I’m sure, this donation will be visible and useful for many, many years to
come.
Sincerely,
Frank Jakubicek - IDNR District Fisheries Biologist

11

Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail
FACT SHEET
At A Glance:











An Illinois- Not-For-Profit
Organization
Formed in 2003
Largest and Longest-Running StateWide Muskie Trail in the U.S.
A group of muskie guys and gals that
enjoy muskie tournaments and
supporting the fishery
$9,000 contributed to Illinois fishery
improvement and fishery scholarships
over the last three years
Competitive but friendly tournament
environment

Website – ILLMUSKIE.COM
Mission Statement

The mission of the IMTT is to promote

2014 IMTT State Champions Ed Fitzgerald and Brian Paasch

interaction and camaraderie among muskie

2015 Trail Schedule

fishermen in the State of Illinois and help
maintain and expand our Illinois fishery.

Tournament Format










The 2015 Trail Consists of Ten
Tournaments - six Tournaments are run
by the IMTT; four are club–run
Tournaments
All Tournaments are Catch, Witness and
Immediate Release
Two-Person Teams (but may fish alone)
Friday Evening Registration GetTogether, and a Saturday Evening
Banquet at Two-Day Tournaments
Non-Perishable Food Collection at all
Two-Day Tournaments to Support Local
Food Pantries
77% Payout Over the Trail, with the
Remainder After Costs Used to Fund
Illinois Muskie Fishery Improvement
Projects

March 14 & 15 IMTT Spring Classic Tournament @ Lake
Kinkaid
March 21 & 22 IMTT Jake Wolf Memorial Tournament @
Spring Lake North
May 2 & 3 Shawnee Muskie Hunters’ Spring Fling
Tournament @ Lake Kinkaid
May 16 Fox River Valley Challunge on the Chain @ Fox
Chain
May 30 IMTT Russ Schaller Memorial Tournament @ Fox
Chain
September 12 IMTT Gregg Tichacek Memorial
Tournament @ Lake McMaster
September 26 Quad County Hawg Hunters Tournament @
Lake Evergreen
October 3 & 4 IMTT Fall Classic Tournament @ Prairie
Lake
October 10 & 11 Shawnee Muskie Hunters’ Fall Brawl
Tournament @ Lake Kinkaid
October 24 & 25 IMTT State Championship Tournament
@ Fox Chain

12

2015 IMTT State Championship Tournament
The 2015 Championship on the Chain will be a unique two-day tournament co-hosted by seven
Illinois Muskie Clubs – Chicagoland Muskie Hunters, Fox River Valley, Shelbyville Muskie Club,
Shawnee Muskie Hunters, Midwest Muskie Club, Quad County Hawg Hunters and the South of
the Border. Scheduled for October 24 and 25, this tournament will be a first-time joint
tournament venture between the clubs, with all entry fees after tournament payouts and costs
being split between the participating clubs to fund Illinois fishery improvement projects. A
task force of members from each club is working on plans to make this the largest – and most
fun - Muskie Tournament in Illinois Muskie Fishing History!

Dues:
Annual Dues are $30. Only members that
have paid dues are eligible to participate in
IMTT tournaments. Each paid member
receives a free subscription to MidWest
Outdoors Magazine, a $14.95 value!

IMTT Angler of the Year Competition
IMTT members participating in any Trail event
earn Angler of the Year points for:
Participation in the event,
For catching fish (1 point per inch for any
fish over 30”),
 For being on a 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th Place team
at any event, and
 For witnessing another team’s catch.
At the conclusion of each Trail season, the



IMTT awards Angler of the Year and Angler
of the Year Runner-Up prizes to the two
members with the most cumulative Trail points.

For complete information regarding the
IMTT, the 2015 Trail schedule, a
Membership Form and a Tournament Entry
Form, please visit our website :
2014 IMTT Angler of the Year

Garry Handlin

ILLMUSKIE.COM

Come Fish With Us In 2015!
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Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail
2015 Membership Form
2015 Annual Dues - $30.00

( PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY )
Name

_______________________________________

Street

________________________________________________________________

City

____________________________________

Phone Number

________________________

IMTT Member # _____________

State

___________ Zip ________

Cell Number _______________________

Emergency Contact Name & Phone Number_______________________________________

Email
Would you prefer to receive your IMTT newsletter by: (circle one)

EMAIL

U.S. POSTAL MAIL

Local Muskie Club Affiliation (i.e. FRV, Shawnee, Quad County Hawg Hunters, etc.) ________________
Your 2015 IMTT Member benefits include a subscription to MidWest Outdoors Magazine. If you independently
subscribe to MidWest Outdoors Magazine, please check here
to receive Fishing Facts magazine instead.
PLEASE COMPLETE AND SIGN THE LIABILITY RELEASE AND PUBLICITY AUTHORIZATION FORM ON THE REVERSE. YOUR
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION CAN NOT BE PROCESSED WITHOUT THE LIABILITY RELEASE AND PUBLICITY AUTHORIZATION
FORM BEING COMPLETED.

Please mail completed form with $30.00 payment to:
Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail
Randy Hilger, Treasurer
23 Oak Bluff Drive
Lake Saint Louis, MO 63367
Or join online @ WWW.ILLMUSKIE.COM using PayPal
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ILLINOIS MUSKIE TOURNAMENT TRAIL
LIABILITY RELEASE AND PUBLICITY AUTHORIZATION FORM
PLEASE READ BEFORE SIGNING
Member Name: __________________________________

Member # __________

In consideration of being permitted to participate among and on boats at events hosted by the Illinois Muskie
Tournament Trail (hereafter referred to as “IMTT”, an Illinois Not-For-Profit Corporation), and in recognition that
this release and authorization will remain in effect for all 2015 Trail events, I acknowledge, appreciate and agree
that:
1.
I am aware of the inherent risk associated with fishing and boating, including but not limited to the
risks of collisions with other boats and stationary objects in and around the lake including rocks, reefs or piers, or
other vehicles and trailers at landing areas. I am familiar with other risks up to and including death by downing
associated with rough water, changing weather patterns, heavy winds and lightning storms.
2.
I knowingly, freely and expressly assume all risks, both known and unknown, associated with
participation in IMTT tournaments and related tournament events, even if arising from the negligence of those
persons released from liability below and assume full responsibility for my participation in IMTT events. I, for
myself and on behalf of my heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of kin, hereby release, indemnify
and hold harmless the IMTT organization, the IMTT Board of Directors and Officers, sponsors and tournament
officials (“Releasees”) with respect to any and all injury, disability, death or loss or damage to person or property,
whether caused by the negligence of the Releasees or otherwise, to the fullest extent permitted by law, from all
claims of negligence resulting from injury and/or property damages incurred in connection with all 2015 Trail
events.
3.
I agree to comply with all IMTT rules and state boating regulations. If I have any questions or observe
any unusual or unnecessary hazard during my participation, I will immediately bring such to the attention of the
nearest official.
4.
Permission for Photography - I grant to the IMTT the right to any photographs taken of me, or in which
I may be included with others, during any IMTT events, to use the photographs in whole or in part, and for any
purpose whatsoever, specifically including promotion and advertising, without restriction as to alteration; and to
use my name in connection with any use if the IMTT so chooses. This authorization and release shall also inure
to the benefit of the legal representatives, licensees, and assigns of the IMTT. This release shall be binding upon
me and my heirs, legal representatives, and assigns. I further authorize the IMTT to use any description of
tournament results, including the use of my name and likeness in such description for any purpose, including
advertising and promotional materials.
I have read this release of liability and assumption of risk agreement, and the permission for photography
fully. I understand its terms, I understand that I have given up substantial rights by signing it, and I sign it
freely and voluntarily without any inducement.
THIS RELEASE APPLIES TO ALL IMTT EVENTS DURING
THE 2015 TRAIL.
Signature: ___________________________________________

Date: ______________________

Parent or Guardian Signature (if Member is under 18): ________________________________________
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2015 ILLINOIS MUSKIE TOURNAMENT TRAIL
TOURNAMENT ENTRY FORM
Your $30.00 annual membership allows you to participate in the events listed below.
You also receive an IMTT membership card & pin, and subscription to MidWest Outdoors Magazine.

Join today to promote the fishery and begin your hunt for the Great Illinois Muskie!
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE

Name______________________________________________
IMTT Member # __________
Phone Number____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________________
Boat Registration #_______________________________________________________
Partner’s Name: ______________________________________ IMTT Member # ___________
Partner’s Mailing Address: __________________________________________________
Please Mark “X” on the Event you are Entering.

X

Date

March
14th & 15th

March 21st &
22nd

May
30th

Tournament

Spring Classic
Lake Kinkaid

Jake Wolf
Memorial
Spring Lake North
Russ Schaller
Memorial
Fox Chain of Lakes

September
12th

Gregg Tichacek
Memorial
Lake McMaster

October
3rd & 4th

Fall Classic
Prairie Lake

October
24th &25th

IMTT STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

All Tournaments are 1or 2 person teams.

Tournament Contact Person
(For specific tournament questions)
Kyle Kroening
2107 Candlestick Ln. Marion, IL 62959
kpkroening@yahoo.com
Garry Brookman
P.O. Box 1775 Sikeston, MO 63801
glbmitt@charter.net
Bob Taylor
3922 Penbrook Ln. Lafayette, IN 47905
imtt2014@gmail.com
Tom Shafar
211 80th St, Willowbrook, IL 60527
tshafar@comcast.net
John Kliczko
405 Ashwood Ct. Schaumburg, IL 60193
metromusky@aol.com
Bob Taylor
3922 Penbrook Lane
Lafayette, IN 47905
imtt2014@gmail.com
Bob Taylor
3922 Penbrook Lane
Lafayette, IN 47905
imtt2014@gmail.com
Randy Hilger
23 Oak Bluff Drive Lake St. Louis, MO 63367

rahilger@msn.com

Fee Per
Person

Prize Pool

$150.00

Based on 50 Teams
(100 entries)

$150.00

Based on 35 Teams
(70 entries)

$75.00

Based on 50 Teams
(100 entries)

$10,000.00

$7,000.00

$5,000.00

$2,200.00
$75.00

Based on 22 Teams
(44 entries)
22 boats max.

$10,000.00
$150.00

$150.00
Based on
Qualification

Based on 50 teams
(100 entries)

$17,625.00
Based on 100 Teams
(200 entries)

Angler of the Year Prize Pool $3,500.00
(based on full tournaments throughout the trail)
NOTE: Mail all entry fees and form to tournament contact listed above, or register online at www.ILLMUSKIE.COM

___________Tournament Entry Fee(s) enclosed

16

A Huge Thank-You to IMTT’s
Great Sponsors & Supporters!
SupportersSupporters!
1.

`

Pimp Your Rod & Reel
Richard Schmitz
(708) 514-7777
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