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Casting Around with IMTT President Howard Chambliss:
Boy what a winter this has been. With record breaking cold, wind and snow it seems like no matter what part of the
Midwest you live in it was one of the toughest winters on record. Well it’s February, the worst is behind us and spring
is just around the corner. Most have not been out on the water for months. I have heard of a few die hard IMTT
members that stayed on the water most of the winter. For most of us we are waiting for the ice to melt and a warm
southern breeze before we hit the water.
In about 45 days the 2014 IMTT Trail will begin. On March 15th we will meet at Spring Lake North to kick off the Trail.
Spring Lake is one of the most interesting Illinois Muskie lakes to fish. It is the brood stock lake for Muskies used at
the Jake Wolf Hatchery. The fish are netted and transported to the Hatchery where the eggs and milt are used to
raise the Muskies that will be used to stock Muskie lakes state wide. It is well worth the time to visit the Hatchery and
see how the hard work of these biologists helps maintain our Muskies. These are some hard working dedicated
people.
The IMTT has hosted a tournament on this lake for several years. As a past winner of this tournament I can say it is
one of the best lakes to catch Muskies in our State. If you are looking to catch numbers, this is the lake to fish. The
lake holds a lot of 24-36 inch Muskies. I can remember several fish being caught in the low to mid 40 inch range.
Once you find your honey hole in the weeds you could be set for the day and boat fish after fish. This has been done
by several teams over the years.
One word of advice is to dress warm, plenty of coffee or hot cocoa, you may need it. Also remember to have a good
charge on the batteries. The lake has a 25 hp limit, but it can be fished with no problem using the trolling motor.
Over the years most of our fish have been caught in the main body of the lake. The average depth of the lake is about
3 feet with most of the fish being caught in 3 feet of water in the weed beds. Look for the openings and throw mid to
small baits. If you are in the right opening get ready for one of your best days of Illinois Muskie fishing. Make sure to
contact Bob Taylor and get signed up for this one day tournament.
Three years ago the IMTT decided we needed to do something to assure the future of the Muskies in Illinois. At that
time we teamed up with Glenwood Lodge on Lake Vermillion to start a scholarship fund. Our goal is to present a
scholarship every year to a biologist student, to help them achieve their goals during college. We have been able to
present this cash scholarship the last two years, by holding a silent auction. We have changed the program this year
to a raffle format. You will be able to purchase raffle tickets until May 31 st. The raffle is for a one week stay for four
on beautiful Lake Vermillion at Glenwood Lodge. I and several other IMTT members have stayed with Billy (owner) for
several years. He has nice modern cabins, private docks, gas and bait all right at the lodge. The view from the cabins
can’t be beat.
Make sure you purchase your tickets to help fund this great program. The tickets can be purchased at any of the IMTT
spring events or on the IMTT web page (illmuskie.com). The price is $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00. You may also make a
cash contribution to this program by contacting myself or any of the IMTT board members. Help us help those that
will make sure the Muskies have a fighting chance in Illinois.
See YOU on the water…………..Howard Chambliss.
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IMTT MARCH TOURNAMENTS
MARCH 15: Jake Wolf Memorial Tournament at Spring Lake North
$50.00 entry fee per person
Contact: BOB TAYLOR, 4598 Duckhorn Lane, Lafayette, IN 47909
Ph: 309-262-9720 or imtt2014@gmail.com
MARCH 29 & 30: IMTT Spring Classic on Lake Kinkaid
$100.00 entry fee per person
Contact: WALTER KRAUSE, 211 Yorktown Road, Collinsville, IL 62234
Ph: 618-972-5584 or krausewalter@att.net
*****Note: Be sure to check out the official 2014 Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail Tournament Entry Form,
official 2014 IMTT Rules and Regulations, IMTT 2014 official membership application form on line at
www.illmuskie.com. Also – check out the IMTT Facebook s started by Bob Taylor for additional information.
*****We do have articles concerning the above two lakes by Bob Taylor and Walter Krause. Our plan is to
have similar articles concerning each IMTT lake in the newsletter the month before the tournament is held.
Our plan was to have these two articles in this issue but due to TriEsox Show material we decided to wait
until the March 1st issue. Still time to get some hints about fishing these two lakes.
PRE-TOURNAMENT PLANNING
1. Permission from the “home front” to proceed with planning…………..
2. Check boat for readiness: Batteries charged, extension cord packed, gas tank full, boat lights working,
Muskie net, release tools in boat, camera on board, first aid kit, trailer lights, tires, etc, checked.
3. Fishing Equipment: Rods, reels, lines in place. Lures packed, leaders on board, hooks sharpened, lake
map on boat, and perhaps most important - your life jackets!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4. Study lake map prior to trip – circle areas you intend to start with first day, check with local bait shop as
to what’s been happening, talk to local fishermen, and if opportunity permits, try to pre-fish at least
one day prior to tournament.
5. Have “snack-lunch” box packed prior to tourney morning – be sure to include lots of water and to put it
in the boat, (don’t leave it in the motel room). At most IMTT tournaments we have a food raffle for the
local food pantry; pick up items of non-perishable food to exchange for a raffle ticket at the banquet
(check with tournament director).
6. Arrive at tourney site at least one hour prior to start of tourney to finish preparations prior to actually
starting. Double check your watch with official’s time (a few minutes late could cost you a win). Be in
line and ready to go at start – listen carefully to final announcements by tournament officials.
7. After checking back in after fishing time, take the time to ready boat for the next day (if a two day
tournament), including stopping and filling back up with gas on way to motel and don’t forget to
recharge batteries overnight.
8. GET PREPARED, GET EXCITED – AND PLAN ON ENJOYING!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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“DID YOU KNOW?”
ERIC NELSON of Crystal Lake, Illinois was the winner of the IMTT Go Pro Camera raffle at the Chicago Muskie
Show. Congratulations Eric!
BILL PERRY is looking for a partner for the IMTT March 15 Tournament on Spring Lake North. Members looking
for a partner can contact Bill at billjperry@me.com. IMTT members, please be sure to check the “PARTNER
FINDER” section of the IMTT website when looking for a partner.
How Very Important…..The IDNR Green Cards are? Please take the time to send these in after every successful
Muskie catch. They provide the IDNR with a ton of information. Tournament Directors should send or provide
cards for successful entrants at every tournament.
HOW TO CONTACT US:
IMTT President: Howard Chambliss 618-214-5928
hdpada@aol.com
IMTT Vice President: Bob Taylor 309-262-9720
imtt2014@gmail.com
Treasurer: Randy Hilger 314-378-7046 rahilger@msn.com
Secretary: Walt Krause 618-972-5584 krausewalter@att.net
Merchandise: Garry Brookman 573-703-1389 gibimtt@charter.net
Newsletter Editor: Bob Kerans 217-414-0093 robert_kerans_@comcast.net
DID YOU KNOW……..After learning that the ever popular Illinois Directors Tournament would not be offered
during 2005, the IMTT immediately started planning to take this tournament over. This move proved to be a
huge success and a real community of Shelbyville effort. Twenty nine Muskies were caught and released. First
place went to Duane Landmeier and Victor Fox, Second place to Walt and Jeff Krause, Third Place to Nick and
Cindy Nigro, Fourth Place to Tony Grant and Karen DiPetrio, and Fifth Place to Dan Vinovich and Steve Welch.
Largest fish - 44” - was caught by Nick Nigro.
DID YOU KNOW…That the Shawnee Muskie Hunters Club announced their interest in sponsoring/promoting a
YOUTH MUSKIE TOURNAMENT in the fall of 2015? Their plan is to pattern the tournament after the Minnesota
High School Muskie Tournament. They would also like to encourage Muskie Clubs in Illinois to sponsor a team
for the tournament. Lots of details to be worked out, for further information or to simply express interest
please contact Walt Krause (above) or Jim Beaty at 618-971-7806.
DID YOU KNOW…that the IMTT has sponsored a scholarship for a Fisheries Biologist student in college the last
two years? These scholarships have been funded by auctioning or raffling off a one week stay at GLENWOOD
LODGE, located on Lake Vermillion in Tower, Minnesota. It’s amazing, but a $5.00 raffle ticket could send you
and three buddies to a great vacation on a great Muskie lake. See more information in this issue.
DID YOU KNOW….that in 2005 Larry Ramsell made note that we now have catchable Muskies in 38 States and
in 4 Provinces!!!
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“YOUTH HONOR ROLL SUCCESSES 2013”
CAMERON RIEDESEL (13 years old) OUR 2013 IMTT YOUTH CHAMPION

ZACK STALL 5 years old
(Winner of 0-10 year old group)

LUCAS KROENING 15 years old
IMTT Youth Ambassador
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PICTURES FROM THE CHICAGO TRI ESOX SHOW

Bob Taylor – Howard Chambliss – Randy Hilger
(Working the IMTT Booth)

Howard Chambliss and Ron Skala
Present & Past IMTT Presidents

Steve Pallo –
Former IDNR Fisheries
Director

Bob Jeffries (alias “Old Baldy”) and
Ron Rodak (“Sparky”)
How Sweet It Was!!!
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ILLINOIS MUSKIE TOURNAMENT TRAIL – 2014 YOUTH HONOR ROLL PROGRAM
The Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail, with its’ interest in promoting Muskie fishing among young people,
will be accepting entries until December 15, 2014.
PARTICULARS OF INTEREST
1. Two age groups: 0 to 10 years old, and 11 to 18 years old.
2. Awards to every entrant; special award to winner in each age group with largest Muskie caught and largest
collective inches of Muskies caught.
3. A special drawing will be held for a Muskie rod and reel, with each entrant being entered for every Muskie
reported.
4. All catches must be made with the United States or Canada.
5. An entrant must report name, age, contact information, lake or river where caught, date of catch, lure
used and length of the Muskie caught. (See IMTT website for formal report form).
6. A media useable photo is required with each report.
7. An entrant may submit as many catches as desired.
8. Catches do not have to be made from a boat.
9. A running account of reported catches will be placed monthly on IMTT Web Site, and in IMTT Newsletter.
10. Contact Howard Chambliss by phone 618-214-5918, or via email: hdpada@aol.com

IMTT/GLENWOOD LODGE – FISHERY SCHOLARSHIP FUND
2014 RAFFLE PRIZE = One week/4 person stay, a $1,350 value
at GLENWOOD LODGE info@glenwoodlodge.com
Located on the shores of beautiful Lake Vermillion, Tower, Minnesota
Two bedroom cabin – 4 people – valued at $1,350.00
Selected week to be mutually agreed on between winner and Glenwood Lodge personnel.
Does not include boat/motor rental, gas or bait
Raffle sale dates are 11/8/2013 thru 5/31/2014. Tickets $5.00 each, or 5 for $20.00.
All raffle income to be used in scholarship sponsorship for Fisheries Biologist student.
Contact Howard (information above), or check out the IMTT Website
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ILLINOIS MUSKIE TOURNAMENT TRAIL
Thinking about trying an Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail event, but just not sure? Here is
some feedback from current IMTT members:
“Last year was the first year that I fished these and I can’t say enough how much fun these events
are. These guys bust their butts all day to beat you and at the end of the day they are like a bunch of
old friends that have not seen each other in a long time. They don’t think twice about helping
someone and go out of their way to make sure that everyone has a ball. I can’t wait for things to get
going and plan on trying to hit as many as possible this year.”
Hoosier Hunter
“I have supported the IMTT since it first started. Great group of guys and they really care about the
Muskie fishery in IL. My favorite lakes are Kinkaid, Spring and Prairie. If you have not tried fishing
their events, 2014 is the year to dive in and get started.”
Jim
“The IMTT are fun events with even funner folk. I hope to fish a few this year at least…My favorite
has become the Kinkaid in March. It is a great way to kick off the season and a good shot at a 40”+
for that time of year”
Muskellunged
“My partner, Victor, and I have been fishing the Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail for years. The
events are scheduled at great fishing times for the lakes that they fish. All of the people that fish
these events are very fun to be around. They care very much toward the state of Illinois Muskie
fishery. If you ever need anything they are right there for you. We have had some great times and
met some new friends every year! I would recommend this trail to the novice or seasoned angler.”
Duane
“Competing in IMTT tournaments is a blast. But I also like the good things the organization does for
the sport – the scholarship program, the Youth Honor Roll, helping the IDNR obtain equipment
needed for fishery management, and collecting food for the local food pantries where the
tournaments are held. It’s great that the guys (and gals) aren’t just in it to win a tournament, but
also care about giving back to the sport and the community.”
Randy
“From the very beginning we used words like competition, camaraderie, education, fishery, and
togetherness. It’s great to see that it is all coming to be!”

Bob

COME FISH WITH US!
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MEMBER PROFILES
LUCAS KROENING: Lucas, age 15, has always been interested in fishing. “Lucasology” is his nickname and
is fashioned from his desire to learn everything he can, and try as many things as he can. He is about having
fun, and the other part is he loves to share his fishing information with anyone. Just ask him where the fish
are and what he is using, and he will be glad to help out. Lucas lives in Marion, Ill. and has been fishing for
Muskies for about 3 years. He started fishing for Pike in New York, and then Muskie in New Mexico. His
favorite Illinois Muskie lake is Kinkaid, and his overall favorite lake is Bluewater Lake in New Mexico. Lucas
likes Bucktails, Jakes, Bulldawgs, and his favorite “go-to” lure is the Believer. Lucas also likes to fish for catfish,
bass and salmon. Lucas is a boater and belongs to the Shawnee Muskie Hunters. Lucas serves as the IMTT
YOUTH AMBASSADOR.

JIM BEATY:

Alias “LUCKY” lives in Swansea in southern Illinois, just outside of St. Louis. He has been
Muskie fishing for 15 years. He joined Muskies Inc. in 1999. Grew up in northern NY state and fished the St.
Lawrence River every summer. “I loved fishing for northern pike and Muskies seemed like a natural switch. I
found out about Muskies Inc. at the St. Louis Boat Show at the Pomme and Shawnee Chapters booth. My
favorite Illinois Muskie Lake is Kinkaid, and my favorite Muskie lake is LOTW. My go to lure is the “HellHound.
I also like to fish for Pike. I am a boater and belong to the Shawnee Muskie Hunters Chapter.” Jim was the
2013 IMTT ANGLER OF THE YEAR RUNNER-UP.

WALTER KRAUSE: Nick name – Walt lives in Collinsville in southwestern Illinois, and has been Muskie
fishing for over 50 years. His largest Muskie is 53 1/2 inches. Walt grew up in an area with five Muskie lakes
and two rivers with Muskies within ½ hour drive of home. “These lakes were small weedy lakes with walleye,
pike, bass and Muskie. It was easy to want to catch the largest fish in the system. Favorite Illinois Muskie lake
– Kinkaid. Favorite Muskie lake – Lake St. Clair. Go to lures: Crank baits, I really do not have a favorite but
anyone that is catching fish that day is it. I do like Baby Shallow Raiders, Cranes and 5 inch Czars. I also fish for
Salmon, Stripers, Pike, Bass, Walleye and White Bass. I am a boater – just bought a new Lund Model 1775
Impact.” Walt is a member of the Shawnee Muskie Hunters. Walt is IMTT Secretary.

BOB TAYLOR: IMTT Member #4, and serves as IMTT Vice President. He lives in Lafayette, Indiana and has
been Muskie fishing 13 years. “How I got started – while bass fishing I caught 3 Muskies in one week at Lake
Evergreen in central Illinois, and I’ve been “hooked” ever since. Favorite Illinois Muskie Lake – Lake McMaster,
favorite Muskie Lake – Lake St. Clair. Go to lures – 10” Jake, Medussa, Big Games and Super Stalker. Other
targeted fish – LMB & SMB, Bluegill (for dinner).” Bob is a boater and belongs to LSMC and the IMTT. A quote
from Bob - “Please take a youngster fishing!”
Editor’s Note: A truly important goal of the Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail Newsletter is to not only provide
information regarding “the Trail”, but also to introduce other Muskie fishermen within Illinois to YOU! Like
the television program “Cheers”, we want the IMTT to be a place “where everybody knows your name”. You
can help with this goal by taking a few minutes to fill out a Member Profile Form (from the website) and send
it to “the Editor”. Thanks - BK
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2013 IMTT YOUTH TRAIL
This past year, the IMTT had 10 youth register 50 fish with the IMTT Youth Honor Roll program. Each
entrant received a personalized plaque to commemorate their achievement. The top performers in the two
age groups, plus the largest Muskie and the most collective inches, each received a Muskie Rod. Each fish
entered earned the youth a chance for a Muskie Rod and Reel Combo. The Awards Presentation was made
at the Tri Esox Muskie Show in Chicago on January 11, 2014 by IMTT President Howard Chambliss.
2013 Entries
Age Group: 0 to 10 years old:
ZACK STALL 5 years old – 39, 42.5, 30, 41, 31, 36 -- First Place in age group
Age Group 11 to 18 years old:
SAM MILAZZO - 15 years old -- 41, 36
ETHAN CAIN - 15 years old -- 33, 43
RYAN NOVAK - 15 years old – 41
WADE GARRETT - 11 years old 52 7/8, 38, 42 – LARGEST FISH WINNER
AUSTIN GOODY - 16 years old 36, 42
JENNA VANDRAK - 13 years old – 40, 31
CAMERON RIEDESEL - 13 years old – 34.75, 34, 36.5, 33, 38, 31, 37.5, 33.25, 33.5, 35, 39, 35, 35, 32, 32.5, 36,
35, (OVERALL IMTT YOUTH TRAIL CHAMPION)
LUCAS KROENING - 15 years old – 30, 23, 34.5, 39.5, 34.5, 38.75, 33.75 (IMTT YOUTH AMBASSADOR)
DAVE HOFFMAN - 13 years old – 37, 41, 35

Congratulations to all the above for catching Muskies in 2013 and entering them in the IMTT
YOUTH HONOR ROLL program. A special thanks to the adults involved with each - “Please
take a youngster fishing!”
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WELCOME TO NEW 2014 IMTT MEMBERS!
Father and son team of Rich and Ethan Cain. Rich and Ethan are from Gilberts, Illinois and members of the
Fox River Valley Chapter. Welcome Guys!
Brian Sorrentino of Schaumburg, Illinois. Welcome Brian!
Gary Ries of Aurora, Illinois. Gary is a member of the Quad County Hawg Hunters. We look forward to fishing
with you Gary!
Joseph Fitzgerald of Buffalo Grove, Illinois. Welcome aboard Joseph!
John Rak of Chicago, Illinois. We look forward to fishing with you John!
Zachary Hollis, grandson of IMTT Founder Bob Kerans. Team Toothy Critters has a new young gun!
Tim Sr. and Tim Jr. Guastaferro of West Dundee, Illinois. Welcome to another father-son team!
Judd Stover of Lexington, Illinois. Nice to have you join us Judd!
Jim Fritz of St. Louis, Missouri. Jim is a member of Shawnee Muskie Hunters. Welcome Jim!
Alexander Arnold of Sawyer, Michigan, who is teaming up with Anthony Fazio this year.
Donald Wulf of Springfield, Illinois. We look forward to fishing with you Donald!
Coltin Thomas of Alsip, Illinois and his fishing partner, Tony Castro of Worth, Illinois. Welcome guys!
Mark and Matt Balcunas of Darien, Illinois, another father- son team. Welcome Team Balcunas!

Remember – This is the Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail
1. To promote Muskie fishing in Illinois and in turn, promote camaraderie among Muskie fishermen.
2. To sponsor a tournament trail for the purposes of not only naming a tournament trail champion and a
runner-up, but also to name a State Champion and a Runner-up.
3. To assist financially and in other avenues the Muskie Fishery in Illinois in order to promote the continued
growth and recognition of this Fishery.
And when you add the YOUTH HONOR ROLL PROGRAM, the FISHERY BIOLOGIST SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM,
the FOOD PANTRY PROGRAM, the opportunity to be a VOICE WITH THE MUSKIE FISHING PROGRAM in
Illinois………………………………………….

Really now……..shouldn’t YOU be a MEMBER??????
That’s it for this particular issue. A little longer than what will be the usual, but with the Tri Esox Show being
an important part of the Illinois Muskie Tournament Trail and its’ programs, we wanted to include that news
in this issue. Promise - next month - a full page article on fishing Spring Lake North, and one on fishing Lake
Kinkaid -- don’t miss it. In the meantime, help us make this newsletter YOUR newsletter; send in articles,
comments, member profiles, etc.

Page 10

A Huge Thank-You to IMTT’s
Great Sponsors & Supporters!

